
On the second weekend of each month potential new parishioners are invited to go to the narthex after Mass
and take a left into the community room to learn more about becoming a member of Saint Rose. Greeting
them for the past four years on Saturday has been Jeanette Sowada.

“It really makes me feel good to help bring more people into the church as members,” she says. “I never
thought this ministry would have such a positive impact on me. What a wonderful experience.” Jeanette says
that most people she meets are ready to join Saint Rose because they have heard so many good things about
the parish. Many of them mention they are aware of the friendliness of the people in the church community.
She gives them the papers to sign, a copy of the directory and answers their questions. 

One of those people is Darlene Gorrill who visited Saint Rose several years ago looking for a church to join.
After sitting next to Jeanette and her pew friends, she felt very welcomed and was ready to register. “It was so
nice to find such a warm reception,” says Darlene. “I so enjoy Jeanette. She is a great ambassador for Saint
Rose and a wonderful person.” 

Jeanette and her husband Al joined Saint Rose 14 years ago, following former pastor Fr. Robert Fitzpatrick
and former pastoral minister Marie Winn from St. John’s in Little Canada. Previously they were members of
St. Jerome’s of Maplewood for 48 years. The Sowadas not only found Saint Rose welcoming, but very
handicapped accessible. Al was in a wheelchair and getting around Saint Rose was easier than at some other
churches. Plus, says Jeanette, the ushers and Eucharistic ministers were so helpful. 

Jeanette and Al were married for 55 ½ years and raised five children in their Maplewood home. He died in
2009. Al worked for American Can Co. where he was injured on the job. Later Jeanette incurred a work-
related injury. “Throughout all our health problems we maintained our faith in God,” she says. “Our
Catholic religion has always been very important to us.” Jeanette brings that same attitude to her
participation in the Saint Rose welcoming ministry. She is proud to say: “I have never seen such a friendly
parish.”

Jeanette Sowada

Other things to know about Jeanette:
• Jeanette was raised on a farm in the Bowlus, Minn. area. The
family did not have electricity until she was 12 years old. When she
was in elementary school Jeanette milked cows every morning, then
walked 3 miles to town where she attended Mass and then school.
She and Al were neighbors who did not meet until high school.
They got married just before Al went into the military.
• Jeanette’s favorite hobby is baking, especially cakes and bars. She
gives all her treats away. 
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